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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1960 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

1 beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  ol  Health 
concerning  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  lor  1960. 

The  population  is  now  estimated  at  29,710,  an  increase  of  230  over 
1959.  1 feel  that  the  census  held  this  year  will  reveal  that  this  estimated  figure 

is  low  and  that  the  population  is  over  30,000. 

The  number  of  live  births  fell  by  18  to  404  making  the  uncorrected  birth 
rate  15.6  per  1,000  population. 

The  infantile  mortality  rose  from  18.6  per  1,000  live  births  to  21.5  due  to 
one  more  infant  death  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Bedlingtonshire  rose  by  30  to  322  giving  a crude 
death  rate  of  10.8  per  1,000  population. 

Infectious  disease  reached  its  lowest  figure  ever  recorded.  There  were 
51  notifications.  Dysentery  provided  19  and  measles  4 cases  of  this  total. 
There  were  14  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  is  4 more  than  in  1959. 
This  disease  is  by  no  means  stamped  out  and  constant  effort  will  be  required 
to  eliminate  it  completely. 

Once  again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 

Under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  — Section  31,  the  Urban  District 
cantrioutes  towards  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  for  a chiropody  ser- 
vice. During  the  year  1089  persons  received  treatment  through  this  scheme. 

The  caravan  problem  still  remains,  in  spite  of  the  latest  Act.  It  appears 
that  difficulties  are  beipg  encountered  with  the  Planning  Authority  which  :s 
holding  up  the  completpn  of  a municipal  caravan  site.  This  is  a great  pity 
as  the  conditions  on  other  sites  in  the  Shire  leaves  much  to  be  desired  and  it  is 
difficult  to  take  action  regarding  this  when  their  “life”  is  only  a matter  of 
months.  The  problem  still  remains  to  find  an  alternative  site  for  these  people 
if  there  is  no  municipal  park  ready. 

1 wou.d  Uke  to  thank  the  chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  end  members 
for  their  interest  during  the  year,  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments 
for  t ieir  co-operation. 

I would  like,  also,  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
work  during  the  year.  This  work  is  invariably  unobtrusive  and  rarely  hits  the 

headlines  but  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  popu'ation  of  the  Shire 
and  deserves  great  praise. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  DONALDSON,  Ml,  Ch  B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Alexander  Donaldson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.II 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Meat  and  Foods  Inspector 


Shops  Inspector  - 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
and 

Meat  and  Foods  Inspector  - 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector  - 
Health  Department  Typist  - 
Rodent  Operator  - 
Offices  ------ 

Telephone  - 


- R.  W.  Cowans,  M.A.P.H.I. 

- J.  Colpitts,  M.A.P.H.I 

- K.  J.  Dobson. 
- Miss  Patricia  Hall. 
- G.  W.  Yarrow. 

- Front  Street,  Bedlington. 

- Bedlington  2121. 


STATISTICS  AND  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,025 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  the  Resident  Population 


Mid.  1960  29,710 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £264,858 

Penny  Rate  Produces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,169.6.6 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,93a 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,930 
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HOUSING 


Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District  Council  can  be  justly  proud  of  their  post- 
war housing  programme  and  the  achievements  attained.  It  is  true  to  say  tnat 
the  end  is  in  sight.  There  are  still  approximately  400  slum  properties  to  be 
dealt  with  but  compared  with  the  problem  that  existed  in  L94S  this  is  reidilv 
soluble. 

I feel  that  the  Council  should  seriously  consider  building  a certain  number 
special  types  of  house  in  the  last  housing  phase. 


1.  Special  bungalows  for  disabled  and  handicapped  persons  — suitably- 
designed  for  ease  of  running.  Wide  corridors,  central  heating,  sliding  doors 
and  special  fixtures  in  kitchen  and  bathroom. 

2.  Two  bedroom  bungalows  for  old  couples  who  have  a grown  up  family 
at  home,  e.g.,  an  adult  daughter  or  son  or  a handicapped  daughter  or  son. 

Houses  designed  tor  a family  with  a place  for  Grannie  or  Grandad  or  both. 

(a)  A house  with  an  extra  bedroom  downstairs  for  the  old  couple  and  a 
downstairs  bathroom  and  w.c. 

(b)  A family  house  with  self-contained  flat-let  added  to  it.  This  would 
mean  that  grandparents  could  live  independently  but  sufficiently  near 
their  relatives  for  a helping  hand  to  be  given  in  time  of  need.  These 
would  require  to  be  “tied”  houses  in  as  much  as  they  would  have  to 
be  given  up  when  the  old  couple  died  so  that  another  family  could 
obtain  the  benefits. 

1 visualise  2 bungalows  for  the  handicapped,  4 bungalows  for  the  elderly 
couple  with  family,  and  4 houses  with  the  extra  accommodation  for  old  coupi.-s. 

A factor  of  some  importance  when  dealing  with  old  people  is  the  use  that 
is  made  of  coal  gas  for  heating  and  cooking.  It  is  well  known  that  the  sense 
of  smell  is  lost  by  many  old  people  and  that  this  can  be  a contributory  factor  in 
accidents  involving  domestic  gas.  Failing  memory  and  increasing  forgettm- 
ness  for  events  occurring  in  the  present  is  also  important.  The  old  lady  who 
turns  on  the  gas  tap  of  the  cooker  and  forgets  to  light  the  jet  is  a case  in  point 
Some  thought  should  be  given  to  the  possibility  of  installing  gas  cookers  which 
have  pilot  lights  to  each  jet,  at  least  to  new'  bungalows  being  built  — greater 
expense  but  increased  safety. 

I think  the  Council  would  be  well  advised  to  give  these  questions  due 
consideration  and  maintain  their  reputation  as  a very  progressive  housing 
authority. 
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Comparison  ot'  Vital  Statistics  (i960)  with  those  of  1959 


Comparability  Factor  Births  0.97  Deaths  1.27 


1959 

1960 

Population  ... 

29480 

29710 

Live  Births... 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

482 

464' 

(uncorrected) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

16.3 

15.6 

(standardised)  ...  

15.8 

15.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Birth  % of  total  live  Births 

3.9 

3.0 

Still  Births  ... 

12.0 

6.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births... 

24.8 

12.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

0.4 

0.2 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

494 

470 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year)  ... 

9 

10 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

18.6 

21.5 

Neo-natal  Deaths  (under  4 weeks) 

6 

8 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  births 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 

12.4 

17.2 

1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and 

10.3 

15.0 

Still  Births) 

34.4 

27.6 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live  and 

0 

0 

Still  Births 

0 

0 

Deaths 

292 

322 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

9-9 

10.8 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.5 

13.7 

Deaths  over  65  years  of  age 

190 

214 

Child  Deaths  1-4  years  inclusive 

2 

0 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  case  rate  per  1,000 

0.03 

0.13 

population 

4.7 

4.7 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  1 year 

Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  4 weeks 

Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  1 week 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

246 

218 

3 3 

8 

2 

7 

1 

6 

1 

Legitimate 

236 

216 

3 3 

8 

2 

. 7. 

1 

6 

1 

Illegitimate 

11 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

— — 

— 

— .... 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1960 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis 
under  2 years  ... 

No.  of  infant  deaths  under 

1 year  ... 

20 

21 

20 

14 

10 

10 

10 

18 

9 

10 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births 

35.5 

38.2 

37.3 

26.7 

19.5 

22.6 

20.2 

39.3 

18.6 

21.5 

There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  8 
of  these  were  under  one  month. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  21.5  per  1,000  live  birtes  and 
neo  natal  mortality  was  17.2  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths  Under  1 Year 


No. 

Age 

Sex 

Place  of 

Death 

Cause  of  Death 

Preventable 

or  not 

Remarks 

1. 

2 week 

M. 

Home 

Meningomyelocoele 

Not 

2. 

2 days 

M. 

Home 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

Not 

— 

3. 

9 motnhs 

F. 

Home 

Cong.  Heart  Dis. 

and  Mongolism 

Not 

— 

4. 

11  months 

M. 

Hospital 

Volvulus  with 

Peritonitis 

Not 



5. 

2 days 

F. 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

Not 

— 

6. 

8 hours 

M. 

Hospital 

Congenital 

Abnormalities 

Not 



7. 

7 hours 

M. 

Hospital 

Spina  Bifida 

Not 



8. 

6 hours 

M. 

Hospital 

Prematurity  with 

A.P.  Haem. 

Not 



9. 

6 hours 

M. 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

Not 

— 

10. 

1 day 

M. 

Hospital 

Cerebral  Haem. 

with  Prematurity 

Not 

— 
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STATISTICS  FOR  BEDLINGTONSHIRE  U.D.C.  FOR  THE 
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HOW  WE  DIE 


Statistics,  it  is  said,  can  be  made  to  prove  anything.  Nevertheless  data 
compiled  over  the  years  is  worth  examining  and  often  a pattern  or  trend  can 
be  discerned  which  is  interesting  or  of  value. 

A comparison  of  deaths  from  cardiovascular  disease,  cancer  and  accidents 
in  England  and  Wales  and  in  Bedlingtonshire  is  shown  on  page  11.  It  is 
expressed  as  the  number  of  deaths  from  cardiovascular  diseases,  etc.,  per 
1,000  total  deaths. 

It  shows  that  even  from  1950  there  has  been  a steady  rise  in  cardiovasc  ilar 
deaths,  cancer  deaths  (especially  lung  cancer)  and  accidental  deaths.  The 
rates  for  cardiovascular  deaths  and  cancer  deaths  are  much  higher  in 
Bedlingtonshire  than  those  for  England  and  Wales.  It  shows,  too,  that  in 
Bedlingtonshire  8 out  of  10  people  die  from  these  two  causes.  This  bears  out 
the  fact  the  North  of  England  is  known  to  be  a particularly  black  spot  as  far 
as  artereosclerotic  heart  disease  is  concerned. 

Why  should  this  be  so?  It  may  be  due  to  difference  in  social  and  economic 
conditions,  to  climatic  conditions,  difference  in  diet  or  difference  in  occupation. 
It  may  be  that  doctors  in  the  north  are  more  inclined  to  give  artereosclerosis  as 
a cause  of  death  — the  last  I doubt  as  these  facts  have  been  confirmed  by  post 
mortem  examination. 

Are  there  any  known  factors  which  influence  artereosclerotic  heart 
disease?  There  are  probably  many  but  three  are  worth  considering:  (a)  Diet; 

(b)  Physical  Activity;  (c)  Emotion  or  Mental  Stress. 

(a)  Diet:  It  is  thought  that  diet  plays  a big  part  in  influencing  the 
course  of  coronary  artery  disease.  The  amount  of  fat  eaten  is  important, 
especially  fat  which  provides  a large  proportion  of  Non-Essential  Fatty  Acids. 
Unfortunately  these  are  to  be  found  to  a great  extent  in  much  of  our  ordinaiy 
diet  such  as  beef,  mutton,  butter  and  cheese,  and  that  relatively  few  of  the 
common  foods  have  high  proportions  of  the  Essential  Fatty  Acids  that  appear 
to  be  so  important. 

(b)  Physical  Activity:  It  is  known  that  persons  working  in  occupations 
where  considerable  physical  activity  is  required  are  less  likely  to  suffer  from 
artereosclerotic  heart  disease.  People  in  sedentary  occupations,  such  as  office 
workers,  motor  drivers  and  others  who  do  not  take  sufficient  recreational 
exercise  are  the  people  most  likely  to  be  affected.  It  is  known,  too,  that 
exercise  can  minimise  the  effects  of  the  diet  which  is  high  in  Non-Essential  Fatty 
Acids. 
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(c)  Emotion  or  Mental  Stress:  It  has  been  known  for  a long  time  that 
people  who  push  themselves  to  the  limit  at  work,  people  who  take  their 
business  problems  home  with  them,  people  who  take  on  the  extra  outside  job, 
the  intense  business  tycoon  and  the  worrier  are  more  liable  to  suffer  from 
coronary  heart  disease. 


How  can  it  be  prevented?  I would  say  that  this  is  a personal  problem 
for  many,  and  one  which  will  continue  to  be  neglected  for  that  very  reason. 


If  you  consider  that  the  bad  risk  is  someone  a little  overweight,  a littie 
under  exercised,  a conscientious  worker  but  one  who  enjoys  the  good  things 
in  life  then  it  is  difficult  indeed  to  trv  to  offer  advice  without  seeming  to  be  a 
complete  bogeyman. 


I suggest  that  as  far  as  possible  a good  mixed  diet  be  taken  in  moderate 
quantity  and  if  the  person  is  a sedentary  worker  there  should  be  adequate 
daily  exercise.  Walking  is  one  of  the  cheapest  and  most  effective.  Golf  is 
pleasant  for  those  no  longer  able  to  indulge  in  strenuous  games.  Work  should 
be  left  at  the  office  or  factory  — it  should  not  be  brought  home.  Leisure  time 
should  be  used  as  such  and  not  for  thinking  out  “get  rich  quick  schemes’’. 


In  spite  of  this  advice  the  majority  of  people  will  continue  to  live  their 
lives  the  easy  wray,  for  restrictions  and  rules  for  living  are  irksome  and  as 
difficult  to  keep  as  New  Year  Resolutions. 


There  is  one  aspect  of  the  same  table  of  statistics  which  every  sensible 
person  should  attempt  to  take  very  seriously  and  one  against  which  every- 
one can  play  an  important  part  without  incurring  any  persona!  inconvenience. 
That  is  the  Accidental  Deaths.  Almost  all  accidents  can  be  prevented, 
especially  road  accidents.  Accidents  should  not  happen.  It  shows  that  there 
has  been  a lack  of  planning,  in  the  factory  or  workplace,  the  home  or  on  the 
road  by  someone.  It  shows  that  care  has  been  neglected  during  work,  leisure 
or  when  travelling.  It  shows,  in  many  cases,  that  simple  rules  of  procedure 
have  not  been  observed. 


A little  more  care,  a little  more  time  taken,  and  an  accident  would  have 
been  prevented. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1960 


Code  No 

International  Classification 

M. 

F. 

Total 

002 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

■> 

* 

125 

Hydatid  Disease  of  Liver 

— 

i 

1 

140 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lip 

1 

— 

1 

150 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Oesophagus 

— 

4 

f 

151 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

9 

3 

12 

153 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Large  Bowel  ... 

4 

4 

8 

154 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Rectum 

2 

2 

4 

150 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Liver  ... 

— 

1 

1 

157 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Pancreas 

4 

1 

•5 

161 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Larynx 

I 

— 

1 

162 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Bronchus  or  Lung  ... 

10 

2 

12 

170 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  ... 

— 

3 

• > 

171 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Cervix  Uteri 

— 

1 

' 1 

175 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Ovary  ... 

— 

2 

• > 

177 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Prostate 

■> 

...  » 1 

— 

3 

180 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Kidney- 

1 

i 

•) 

181 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Bladder 

1 

2 

3 

193 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Brain  ... 

— 

2 

- 

202.1 

Reticulo-Endotheliosis 

1 

— 

l 

203 

Multiple  Myelomata 

— 

1 

1 

204 

Lymphatic  Leukaemia 

1 

1 

o 

241 

Status  Asthmatica  ... 

— 

1 

1 

330 

Subarachnoid  Haemorrhage 

— 

2 

2 

331 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

6 

13 

19 

332 

Cerebral  Embolism  or  Thrombosis 

15 

i 

o-> 

334 

Hypertensive  Encephalopathy 

l 

1 

»> 

340.1 

Pneumococcal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

345 

Disseminated  Sclerosis 

1 

— 

1 

350 

Paralysis  Agitans  ... 

— ) 

1 

1 

420.1 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

30 

31 

61 

421.1 

Disease  of  the  Aortic  Valve 

1 

— 

1 

422 

Cardiovascular  Degeneration 

...  . 18 

21 

39 

422.2 

Myocardial  Degeneration  with  Senility 

10 

8 

18 

433.1 

Auricular  Fibrillation 

1 

— 

1 

434.1 

Congestive  Heart  Failure  ... 

5 

•> 

1 

434.2 

Jl^eft  Ventricular  Failure  ... 

1 

6 

/ 

12 


Code  No. 

International  Classification 

M. 

F.  Total 

434.4 

Cor  Pulmone 

2 

— 

2 

451 

Aortic  Aneurysm  ... 

2 

1 

3 

465 

Pulmonary  Embolism 

l 

— 

1 

407.1 

Multiple  Haemorrhagic  Telangiectasis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

490 

Lobar  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

I 

491 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

ID 

3 

13 

522 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

523.3 

Pneumoconiosis 

1 

— 

1 

541.1 

Duodenal  Dicer 

i 

— 

1 

561 

Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia 

2 

— 

O 

570 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

1 

— 

1 

570.2 

Mesenteric  Thrombosis 

— 

1 

1 

570.3 

Volvulus 

— 

1 

1 

572.1 

Diverticulitis 

— 

I 

1 

587.2 

Fibro-Cystic  Disease  of  Pancreas 

1 

— 

1 

590 

Acute  Nephritis 

1 

— 

1 

592 

Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

2 

1 

3 

610 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

751 

Spina  Bifida  ... 

2 

— 

2 

754.1 

Patent  Ductus  Arteriosus 

— 

1 

1 

758.6 

Congenital  Malformation  of  Skeleton  ... 

1 

— 

1 

760 

Intracranial  Birth  Injury 

1 

— 

1 

7 60 . 5 

Intracranial  Birth  Injury  with  Prematurity  ... 

1 

— 

1 

774 

Intestinal  Obstruction  with  Prematurity 

1 

— ■ 

1 

776 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

2 

792 

Uraemia 

2 

1 

•J 

794 

Senility 

3 

1 

4 

E 802 

Railway  Accident  Involving  an  Unspecified  Person 

1 

— 

1 

E 814 

Motor  Cycle  Accident  Involving  Non-Motor  Object 

1 

— 

I 

E 900 

Fall  on  Stairs 

1 

— 

1 

E 903 

Fall  on  Ground  Level 

— 

1 

1 

E 910 

Crush  by  Fall  of  Earth  ... 

2 

— 

Q 

E 912 

Accident  Caused  by  Machinery  ... 

1 

— 

] 

E 929 

Accidental  Drowning 

1 

— 

1 

E 970 

Suicide  by  Poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

E 974 

Suicide  by  Hanging 

1 

— 

1 

N 801 

Fracture  of  Base  of  Skull 

1 

— 

1 

N 974 

Extensive  Burns  of  Trunk 

1 

— 

1 

182  140  322 
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CANCER 


Cancer  is  a word  which  can  be  calculated  to  strike  terror  in  the  hearts  of 
most  people.  In  the  past,  this  has  probably  been  justified  because  little  conic 
be  done  for  the  unfortunate  patients.  Now,  in  spite  of  cancer  deaths  con- 
tinuing to  rise,  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  inform  people  that  many 
types  of  cancer  can  be  cured  and  that  the  medical  and  scientihc  world  is  on  the 
verge  of  breaking  open  the  secrets  of  its  cause  and  from  that,  its  cure. 

Cancer  causes  far  more  misery,  worry  and  fear  than  it  deserves  to.  It  is 
still  a most  serious  disease,  but  great  advances  have  already  been  made  and 
certain  types  of  the  disease  can  be  cured.  Others,  with  early  diagnosis,  give 
rise  to  increasing  opportunities  for  successful  treatment  which  can  guarantee 
many  years  of  useful  life. 

The  accent  of  course  is  on  “early  diagnosis’’. 

In  general,  cancer  is  usually  painless  at  first. 

In  the  main,  the  following  signs  are  important. 

(a)  Persistent  indigestion  with  loss  of  appetite  and  loss  of  weight. 

(b)  Changes  in  bowel  habits  — obstinate  constipation  when  bowel  habits 
had  been  normal  or  sudden  onset  of  intermittent  constipation  and 
diarrhoea. 

(c)  A persistent  cough  for  more  than  a few  weeks. 

(d)  Difficulty  in  passing  urine  or  increased  frequency  in  passing  urine 

blood  in  the  urine. 

(e)  An  ulcer  on  an  exposed  part  of  the  skin  which  fails  to  heal  in  a few 
weeks. 

(f)  A lump,  especially  a painless  lump  in  the  breast  or  a discharge  of 
blood  from  the  nipple. 

(g)  Unusual  bleeding  from  the  womb  especially  after  the  change  of  life. 

These  signs  in  themselves  need  not  necessarily  be  connected  with  cancer 
but  advice  should  be  obtained  from  a doctor. 

Have  confidence  in  your  doctor.  If  he  is  satisfied  that  it  is  not  cancer  — 
accept  his  word. 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  SHOWING  SITE  OF  DISEASE,  1951-1960 


Site 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  sites 

36 

28 

38 

20 

39 

21 

31 

21 

29 

22 

41 

28 

31 

25 

35 

24 

26 

15 

34 

18 

Lung  and 
Bronchus  ... 

11 

o 

11 

12 

4 

10 

7 

1 

12 

o 

6 

6 

3 

8 

1 

8 

1 

Stomach 
Remainder  of 

9 

3 

9 

6 

7 

3 

9 

4 

7 

5 

8 

6 

9 

8 

9 

4 

4 

4 

9 

4 

Digestive 

System 

10 

12 

9 

9 

11 

6 

6 

3 

6 

4 

14 

10 

12 

9 

11 

8 

13 

3 

7 

6 

Female  organs 

— 

6 

— 

4 

— 

6 

— 

7 

— 

7 

— 

8 

— 

6 

— 

9 

— 

7 

— 

6 

Others 

6 

6 

9 

2 

9 

2 

6 

7 

9 

5 

7 

2 

4 

2 

9 

— 

1 

— 

10 

1 

14 


z 

o 


D 

m 

E 

h- 

co 


□ 

LU 

O 

< 

□ 

Z 

< 

LU 


CO 

I 

> 


< 

H 

CC 

o 


CC 

LU 

O 

z 

< 

o 


Totals 

I CN  CO  ^ 1 hNM 
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to 

CD 
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60-64 

Miiiiii  -inrr 

CO 

55-59 

im  1 1 1 1 MINI!! 

50-54 

iirini  - i i ii  r i 

CO 

45-49 

r ii  i i i t mm 

CO 
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1 1 1 1 M!  1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

35-39 

i i r i i i i i i i i i i r 

30-34 

m i i i ii  i i i i i i i ii 

1 

0-29 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

Totals 

| a>  | ^ o | jco^^i 

1 36 

+ 

iO 

CD 

' | CD  0s}  •“ » | CO  I-H  CD  | | |CO^H^H| 

25 

60-64 

i i m r i - i i i i ii  i 

55-59 

i m i i ii  ~ ii  i i i i i 

50-54 

i r i i ii  i i i ii  i i ii 

$ 

45-49 

i ii  i i i i i - 1 i i i i i i 

e-H 

o 

i i i ii  i i i i i ii  i i i i 

1 

35-39 

i ii  i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

30-34 

i i i ii  i i i i i i ii  i i i 

1 

0-29 

i i i i i i i i r i i ii  i i i 

Site 

Lip 

Oesophagus 

Stomach 

Large  Bowel 
Rectum 

Liver 

Pancreas 

Larynx 

Bronchus 

or  Lung 

Breast 

Cervix 

Ovary 

Prostate 

Kidney 

Bladder 

Brain 

Totals 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES,  1960 


There  were  51  notifications  of  infectious  disease  during  I960. 

This  shows  the  present  trend  of  epidemic  disease.  It  is  a strange  fact 
to  see,  with  one  exception,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  at  the  head  of  table. 


Measles 

Only  4 cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year.  No  doubt  1961  will 
bring  its  usual  epidemic. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  5 cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  and  none  had  received 
prophylaxis.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  in  Bedlingtonshire  for 
this  disease.  I am  convinced  that  prophylactic  inoculations  have  been  the 
means  of  bringing  the  cases  down  to  this  remarkable  figure. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  w'ere  7 cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  1960. 


Dysentery 

The  largest  number  of  infectious  cases  has  come  from  this  disease.  There 
vere  19.  This  is  not  a great  number  and  I feel  sure  that  the  modern  quick 
acting  drugs  are  the  reasons  for  its  failure  to  spread.  There  are,  however, 
quite  a number  of  cases  that  remain  as  symptomless  carriers  for  many  weeks. 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
cause  was  not  discovered. 


MEASLES,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  SCARLET  FEV^  R 
NOTIFICATIONS  1951-1960 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Measles... 

156 

406 

165 

250 

381 

22 

748 

7 

470 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

79 

15 

215 

38 

17 

69 

77 

15 

10 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

83 

84 

40 

19 

24 

8 

19 

15 

19 

7 

16 
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CO 

LU 
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o 
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z 
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o 
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< 

o 

z 
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CQ 

< 
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LU 

O 

< 

DC 

LU 

□ 

Z 

D 

LU 

CO 

< 

LU 

co 

a 

CO 

D 

O 


o 
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LL 
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Total 

19 

r— 

LO 

pH 

pH 

;l 

i 

Not 

known 

i 
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i 
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1 

1 

1 

over 

65 

i 

(M 

1 
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1 

1 

<M 

56-65 

years 

I 

<M 
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1 

1 

1 

- 

CM 

46-55 

years 

I 

r-H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

iO  ^ 

T * 
i S' 

CO 

- 

<M 

1 

1 

1 

p* 

1 

21-35 

years 

M 

CD 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

16-20 

years 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11-15 

years 

pH 
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pH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<M 

6-1U 

years 

CD 

pH 

<M 

pH 

1 

1 

5 

years 

- 

1 

<M 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

4 

years 
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1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

PH 

3 

years 

1 

<m 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

2 

yearSj 

1 

I 

1 

pH 

1 

1 

1 

- 

i 

year 

*H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

pH 

Under 
1 year 

<N 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

Dysentery  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

l Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Measles 

Puerpeial  Pyrexia  ... 

Food  Poisoning 

Totals 

TUBERCULOSIS,  I960 

Notifications 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Pulmonary 

32 

24 

29 

30 

22 

21 

8 

11 

10 

14 

Non- Pulmonary 

7 

7 

13 

11 

3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

— 

Deaths 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1 955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959  1960 

Pulmonary 

5 

7 

5 

6 

6 

3 

2 

— 

1 4 

Non  Pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 1 — 

— 

Age  Groups 


New-Cases 


Respiratory 


M. 


F. 


Non-Resp. 


M. 


Deaths 


Respiratory 


M. 


Non-Resp. 


M. 


0-  1 year  .. 

1- 6  years. . 
6-15  years.. 

15-26  years.. 
26-35  years.. 
36-45  years.. 
46-55  years.. 
55-65  years., 
over  65  years 

Totals 


Grand  Totals 


14 


Nil 


14 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  ON  DECEMBER  31st,  I960 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Total 

90  51  141 

Male  Female  Total 

22  20  42 

183 
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DISINFESTATION 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  separate  properties  which  have 
been  treated  for  rat  and  mouse  infestation  in  addition  to  the  regular  attention 
given  to  the  sewers  of  the  district.  Charges  are  made  only  in  the  cases  of 
business  properties. 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Other  Council  properties  (including  tips)  ...  ...  ...  (i 

Allotment  gardens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Gammexane  and  Lindane  insecticides  in  the  form  of  smoke  generators 
together  with  the  spraying  of  liquid  insecticides  have  been  used  in  the  treat- 
ment of  beetles.  By  these  methods  00  houses  have  been  cleared  of  this  type  of 
vermin. 

Work  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  was  carried  out  at  2 Council  Houses 
and  2 private  houses. 

A case  of  scabies  involving  two  caravans  was  effectively  dealt  with  by  use 
of  the  Council’s  Steam  Disinfector. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

As  in  previous  years  water  sampling  has  been  concerned  mainly  with  the 
supply  from  the  open  reservoir  at  West  End,  Bedlington  and  the  open-air 
swimming  baths  at  Humford  Mill.  This  reservoir  now'  serves  only  the  Power 
Station  and  the  Power  Station  canteens.  Most  of  the  samples  taken  from  the 
mains  were  check  samples  taken  at  the  inlet  to  the  reservoir. 

Water  to  the  swimming  baths  is  piped  from  the  nearby  River  Blyth,  is  of 
constant  flow,  and  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  entering  the  baths. 

A total  of  73  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
during  the  year,  with  the  results  as  shown  in  the  following  table.  A marked 
improvement  has  been  noted  since  the  installation  of  the  chlorinating  plan: 
at  the  reservoir. 

The  decline  in  attendance  at  the  swimming  baths  can  be  attributed  to  the 
inclement  weather  of  1900,  but  nevertheless  records  sho.v  that  15,272  people, 
not  including  season  ticket  holders  and  organised  school  parties,  enjoyed  these 
facilities  during  what  must  be  called  our  summer. 

There  are  still  some  SO  houses  deriving  their  water  supply  from  standpipes 
in  the  back  yard,  50  of  which  at  Netherton  are  due  for  improvement  in  the 
near  future  and  the  remainder  will  be  cleared  as  the  slum  clearance  programme 
progresses. 
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WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN,  1960 


Humford  Mill  Swimming  Baths 

Humford  Mill  Swimming  Baths 
Humford  Mill  Swimming  Baths 
Mains  supply  within  the  District  ... 

Mains  supply,  Bedlington  ... 

Mains  supply,  Bedlington  ... 

Mains  supply,  North  Blyth 
Meter  House,  East  Sleekburn 
Bomarsund  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen 
Cambois  Power  Station,  C.E.A.  Canteen 
Cambois  Power  Station,  C.E.A.  Canteen 
Cambois  Power  Station,  McAlpines  Canteen 
Cambois  Power  Station,  McAlpines  Canteen 
Cambois  Power  Station,  McAlpines  Canteen 
Cambois  Power  Station,  McAlpines  Canteen 
Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ... 
Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ... 
Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington 


Coliform  bacilli 
per  100  c.c.s. 

...  Nil 

1 

3 

...  Nil 
1 

13 

3 

. . . N'il 
...  Nil 
...  Nil 
5 

...  Nil 

1 

2 

0 

...  O 

...  Nil 

1 

o 

O 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME 


A further  87  families  have  been  rehoused  during  I960  from  sub-standard 
property,  bringing  the  number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  the  slum  clearance 
programme  to  the  end  of  the  year  to  1,4*28  with  a further  886  Army  huts,  from 
which  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council,  making  a grand  total  of  1,809 
dwellings. 

At  the  present  rate  of  building  one  cannot  see  the  end  of  the  slum 
programme  for  another  four  years,  but  the  C mncil  is  still  maintaining  its 
splendid  record  in  dealing  with  this  problem. 


ACTION  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITH  REGARD  TO 
CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


1.  Houses  Demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 


2.  Individual  Houses  Demolished 

Vulcan  Place,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Murray’s  Yard,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

School  Row,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  . ..  ...  17 

Single  Row,  High  Pit,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Red  Row,  Bedlington  Station  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Sawmill  Cottages,  Stakeford  Lane,  Stakeford  ...  ...  2 

Railway  Row,  Barrington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

86 

8.  Houses  and  Parts  of  Buildings  Closed 

Stoker’s  Buildings,  East  End,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rosella  Place,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Fairbairn’s  Yard,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Red  Row,  Bedlington  Station  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Trojan  Street,  Stakeford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

East  View,  Stakeford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  | 

Station  Bank,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Foster’s  Buildings,  Choppington  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

11 


4.  Other  Houses  Discontinued  as  Dwellings  Nil 

5.  Unfit  Houses  rendered  fit  by  Owners  as  a result  of  Action  under 
the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  By  Informal  Action  ]M 

(b)  By  action  under  statutory  powers  3 

NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  89 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  ...  ...  ...  

(c)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  162 
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HOUSES  ON  THE  SLUM-CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME  FROM  WHICH 
FAMILIES  HAVE  BEEN  REHOUSED  (up  to  31/12/60) 


Bediington 


Ewart  Hill 

Fountain  Inn,  Glebe  Row 
Glebe  Road 
Catholic  Row'  ... 

Dowson’s  Buildings 
Sun  Inn  Yard 
Old  Colliery  Row 
Bell’s  Place 
Hollymount  Cottages 
Hollymount  Hall 
Vulcan  Place  ... 

Stoker’s  Buildings,  Vulcan 
Vicarage  Terrace 
Old  Hall 


P 


ace 


Chapel  Row,  East  End 
Bank  Cottages 
Murray’s  Yard 
Baptist  Yard  ... 

Rosella  Place  ... 

Market  Place  ... 

Front  Street  East 
Front  Street  West 
Joyce’s  Yard  ... 

Foggan’s  Yard,  East  End 
Foggan’s  Yard,  West  End  .. 
Wilson’s  Yard  ... 

Quarry  Houses 

Laird’s  Cottage 

The  Quay,  East  End  ... 

Stoker’s  Buildings,  East  End 

Hartford  Bridge  Cottage 

Sunnyside 

Grand  View 

Red  House  Farm 

Woodbine  Cottage,  East  End 


1 

4 

86 

16 

8 

6 

20 

21 

2 

9 

49 

6 

2 

12 

1 


10 

3 

1 

6 

5 

9 


9 


1 

2 

1 

4 

») 

0 

1 

20 

5 

1 

1 
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Bedlington  Station 

Ravensworth  Terrace 
North  Row 
South  Row 
Wilkinson’s  Buildings 
Red  Row 
Bridge  House 
Bridge  End 
Dene  House 
Moorland  Cottages 
Liddle’s  Yard  ... 

River  View 
School  House  ... 

Dene  View 
Puddler’s  Row 
Cragg’s  Buildings 
Staithe’s  Quay  . . . 

Ivy  Cottage 

Barrington 

Chapel  Row 
Stone  Row 
Garden  House  ... 

Parson’s  Cottage 
School  House  ... 

Railway  Row  ... 

Storey’s  Buildings 
Station  Bank,  Choppington 

Netherton 

Clifton  Row 
Yard  Row 
Howard  Row  ... 

Village 

Farm  Cottages 
Moor  Cottage,  Hartford 


U 


37 

42 

27 

5 

73 

2 

11 

8 

10 

13 

2 

1 


20 

<) 

3 

1 


260 


21 

12 

2 

1 

2 

18 

2 

1 


....  20 
...  90 
...  .60 
...  4 

' 6 

....  1 


180 
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Cambois 


Caravan,  Wansbeck  Ferry 
Railway  Bungalows  ... 
New  Row 
Link  End 
Farm  Cottages 


...  1 

...  4 

...  10 

...  2 

...  1 


18 


Choppington 

Double  Row,  High  Pit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Single  Row,  High  Pit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Blackburn’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Strong’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

First  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Second  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Third  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Fourth  Row'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Fifth  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Sixth  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Seventh  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Eight  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

South  Front  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

North  Front  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Forster's  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Peter  Gill’s  Cottages 6 

Front  Street,  Scotland  Gate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Colliery  Square  2 

Chapel  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

School  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

School  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Richardson's  Buildings  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Heslop's  Buildings  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rutter’s  Buildings  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  21 

Whinney  Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

325 
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Guide  Post 

Cruddas  Terrace  1 

Sheepwash  Bank  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Front  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  10 

Anvil  Cottages  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Freehold  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  37 

High  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ford  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tulip’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  8 

Byron  Street  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rutherford  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gordon  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sawmill  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shaw’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mowbray  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sheepwash  Cottage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

- — 97 


Stakeford 

Trojan  Street  ... 
East  View 
Middle  Row 
North  View 
West  View 
Ivy  Cottages  ... 

West  Sleekburn 

Old  School  House 
North  Row 
Liddle’s  Terrace 
Marshes  Cottages 
South  Row 
Institute  Row  ... 


4 

4 

14 

16 

43 

10 


61 


1 

36 

11 


2 

38 

4 


92 


Total  Number  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1,423 

Army  Huts,  Wansbeck  Place  ...  ...  ...  29 

Army  Huts,  Hartford  Camp  ...  ...  ...  357 
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INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 


In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  dwellings  resulting  in  recommendations 
being  made  to  the  Council  to  serve  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders,  70 
inspections  were  carried  out  on  receipt  of  complaint  of  housing  conditions. 
In  only  6 cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  procedure  by  the 
service  of  Statutory  Notices,  4 of  which  were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

A survey  of  694  houses  owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board  was  also  carried 
out  in  order  to  ascertain  which  of  these  properties  might  be  suitable  for 
improvement. 


Repairs  Effected 

Ceilings  repaired  and  renewed 

Wallplaster  repaired 

Window  sash  cords  renewed 

Window  frames  repaired 
Dampness  remedied  ... 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  

Fireplaces  and  Flues  repaired 
Floors  repaired 
Internal  walls  repaired 
Staircases  repaired 

Wash-up  sinks  provided  

External  walls  repaired 
Roofs  repaired 
Eavesgutters  repaired 

Fallspouts  repaired  

Internal  water  supplies  provided 
Water  supply  pipes  repaired  ... 

Dustbins  renewed 
Ashpits  abolished 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  

Water  Closet  basins  renewed  

Additional  w.c’s  provided 

Water  closets  repaired  

Water  closet  cisterns  renewed 

New  drains  and  Inspection  Chambers  provided 

Drains  repaired  or  cleared  ... 

Accumulations  removed  

26 


4 

6 

Q 

0 

2 

14 

3 

4 

• » 

0 

1 
1 
1 


5 

5 

2 

2 

9 


5 

1 

2 


1 

2 

8 

1 

2 


5 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 


During  the  year  only  3 applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have  been 
made  to  the  Local  Authority  bringing  the  total  number  of  applications 
under  the  Act  to  27. 


Total  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  received  ...  27 

Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  not  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Undertakings  accepted  from  the  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Undertakings  not  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Necessary  works  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

1.  Discretionary  Grants  — Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 


No.  of  Applications  approved  during  the  year 40 

No.  of  Houses  involved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

No.  of  Applications  rejected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  £26,767/5s. 

Average  grant  approved  per  house £163 /4s. 

Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year 

Provision  of  bathroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Provision  of  w.c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Provision  of  hot  water  153 

Provision  of  scullery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Provision  of  kitchenette  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Provision  of  Foodstore  

Provision  of  Additional  Bedrooms  4 

Provision  of  New  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .....  2 

Provision  of  New  drains  . ...  ...  ...  3 

Electricity  Installation  

Conversion  of  two  flats  to  one  house  1 

Conversion  of  barn  into  two  bedrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

27 


2.  Standard  Grants  — House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

Applications  received  during  the  year 

Applications  approved  ...  ...  

Outstanding  approved  applications  ... 

Grants  paid  on  completion  of  work  ... 


2 

2 

1 

1 


Grants  approved  since  the  Commencement  of  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme 


Discretionary 

Grants 


Standard 

Grants 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


2 — 

2 — 

11 

17  _ 

. 31  — 

. 125  — 

. 79 

1 1 f>  — 

. 48  1 

(including  3 cancelled 
by  applicants) . 
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1960 


164 


1 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 
1. — Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Nui 

nber  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

13 

156 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

127 

255 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

140 

411 

9 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness ... 

5 

5 



1 



Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

9 

— 

5 

— 

Outworkers 


Nature 
of  Work 

No  of 

outworkers 
in  August 
list 

No  of  cases 

of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No  of  prose- 

cutions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No  of  inst- 

ances of  work 
in  unwholeso- 
me premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making 

17 

All  Other 
Outworkers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

17 

— 





— 

- - 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


The  undermentioned  are  the  various  kinds  of  shops  within  the  district  lot 
the  purposes  of  the  Act. 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2d 

General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Post  Office  General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers  19 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bakers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Public  Houses  and  Cluos  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Off  Licence  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Works  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Confectioners  and  Temperance  Bars  ...  ...  ...  12 

Newsagents  and  Stationers  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Boot  and  Shoe  Shops  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hardware  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

House  Furnishings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ironmonger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jewellery  and  Fancy  Goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Optician  1 

Ladies’  Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  10 

Gent’s  Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Motor  Car  Accessories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Electrical  Appliances  ...  ...  ...  6 

Handicrafts  2 

Paints  and  Wallpaper  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wool  Shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Departmental  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dry  Cleaners  5 
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In  addition  34  travelling  shops  and  50  vans  are  operating  from  premises 
within  the  district  whilst  vehicles  of  various  trades  and  businesses  come  from 
outside  the  district.  There  is  still  no  legislation  to  bring  these  mobile  shopi 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Shops  Act,  although  strict  supervision  is  kept  on 
them  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

No  legal  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

At  the  end  of  the  year  42  retailers  were  licensed  by  this  Authority  to  sell 
designated  milks,  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised.  No  raw  milk 
is  sold  within  the  district  and  only  two  licence  holders  are  producer-retailers. 
With  the  exception  of  the  latter  all  milk  from  the  farms  is  sent  to  pasteurising 
establishments  in  neighbouring  districts 

16  samples,  15  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  1 of  Sterilised  Milk,  were  taken 
during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  In  each  case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream 

Three  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream,  two  by  the  heat  treatment  method  and  one  by  the 
cold  mix  process. 

69  Premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  all  conform  to 
the  standards  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  with  hot  and  cold 
water  for  hand  washing,  etc.  

26  Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  with  the  following  results: 

Grade  1 15 

Grade  2 ...  ...  ...  ....  5 

Grade  3 ...  ...  ..  ...  

3 
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Grade  4 


FOOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  SHOPS 


The  various  types  of  food  businesses  in  the  district  are: 


General  Dealers 
Grocers 

Confectioners  and  Temperance  Bars 

Greengrocers 

Butchers 

Catering  Depot 

Bakeries 

Bakers  Shops 

Fried  Fish  

Wet  Fish 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ... 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs  ... 

Mineral  Water  Factories  ... 

Canteen  Kitchens  ... 


71 

26 

12 

IB 

19 

1 

7 

8 
11 

4 


B 

42 

2 

18 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  these  premises  during  the  year 
and  three  cases  in  which  foreign  matter  was  found  in  food  were  dealt  with 
without  resorting  to  legal  action. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  Report  on  Slaughter  Houses  required  by  the  Slaughter  Houses  Act, 
1958,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
and  the  date  by  which  these  premises  must  conform  to  the  standards  laid  down 
in  the  Construction  Regulations  has  been  fixed  for  1st  April,  1962. 

As  a result  of  these  requirements  four  slaughter  houses  did  not  make 
application  to  continue  their  licences  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  six  licensed 
slaughter  houses  were  in  operation  in  the  district. 

A 100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal  has  been  maintained  even 
though  slaughtering  has  sometimes  to  be  done  at  inconvenient  times. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  these  inspections,  a striking 
feature  of  which  is  the  very  low  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  bovine  animals. 
This  is,  no  doubt,  the  direct  result  of  attesting  herds  under  Government 
schemes  and  it  seems  that  we  shall  see  no  more  the  tuberculous  meat  and 
offal  which  has,  until  recently,  been  an  all  too  common  sight  in  slaughter 
houses. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 
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MEAT,  ORGANS,  ETC.,  CONDEMNED  AS  BEING 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Bovine  Animals 

Beef  

...  Nil. 

Heads  and  Tongues 

...  Actinobacillosis,  1. 

Lungs 

Tuberculosis,  3;  Pleurisy,  6;  Pneumonia,  1; 
Abscesses,  1;  Flukes,  48;  Stomach  Contents,  161. 

Livers 

...  Cirrhosis;  31  whole  livers,  75  part  livers; 
Abscesses:  22  whole  livers,  8 part  livers;  Angioma, 
1 part  liver;  Fatty  Infiltration,  1 whole  liver. 

Kidneys  ... 

...  Nephritis,  2 

Skirts 

Inflammation,  6;  Abscesses,  3. 

Sheep 

Livers 

...  Abscesses,  1;  Flukes,  1;  Degenerated  Cysts,  3. 

Lungs 

Pneumonia,  1. 

Pigs 

Pork 

Decomposition,  126  lbs. 

Heads 

...  Tuberculosis,  8. 

Plucks 

Inflammation,  8. 

Lungs 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  132. 

Livers 

...  Milk  Spots,  5;  Degenerated  Cysts,  1;  Abscesses,  1. 

Hearts 

Pericarditis,  8. 

OTHER  FOODS  EXAMINED  AND  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION 


Fruit  

...  166  tins 

Soup 

3 tins 

Tomatoes 

...  36  tins 

Corned  Beef 

...  62  lbs. 

Fish 

...  11  tins 

Ham 

. . . 

...  116  lbs. 

Meat 

...  35  tins 

Pork 

...  21  lbs. 

Peas  and  Beans 

11  tins 

Tongue 

6 lbs. 

Vegetables  ... 

4 tins 

Jellied  Veal 

... 

...  10  lbs. 

Milk  

3 tins 

Potatoes 

• • • 

...  9 cwts. 
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